ARABIAN   MEDICINE;   THE   SCHOOL   OF   SALERNO
" worst of all," he tells us, the bite of a fasting man. Treatment
should consist in keeping the wound open, and abstracting the
poison by sucking, cupping, scarification, cauterization, and the
application of a tight bandage above the wound, if situated in a
limb. The long incubation period of rabies is noted. In this
work, as also in the work, On Causes and Nature of Disease^
Maimonides shows his wisdom by advising simple drugs rather
than complicated mixtures and by his opposition to all forms of
magic and astrology. This search for causes suggests that he was
far ahead of his time, as does also his advocacy of fresh air, and
his belief in the close relationship between mental and physical
health. Aphorisms according to Galen is the title of his most
valued work. In the 1,500 aphorisms, arranged under twenty-
five headings, there is embodied all that was best in Galen's
teaching, stated with praiseworthy brevity.1 To the busy prac-
titioner who had no time to search for information in the
immense labyrinth of Galen's original works, this synopsis must
have been invaluable. Maimonides had a very large practice
in Cairo, and the fact that his literary output was of such high
quality reveals him as a keen scholar and a tireless worker.
The Aphorisms is carefully annotated, and the source of every
statement is quoted. Not only was Maimonides a distinguished
physician, he was a talented philosopher. In his Guide for the
Perplexed he reconciled religion with medicine, and showed how
each might assist the other. For him the patient was always a
human being, not merely a case.
The tomb of Maimonides at Tiberias is still a place of pilgrim-
age, which is not surprising, as he was held in great esteem by
his colleagues and is still regarded as one of the greatest of the
many great Jewish physicians. All his works were written in
Arabic. A few were translated and printed in Latin in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, but no English translation is
available.
Hospitals, and the End of the Moslem Empire
Mention has already been made of the great teaching hos-
pitals at Jundi-shapur and at Baghdad. Even more magnificent
were the hospitals of Damascus, of Cordova, and of Cairo. The
Mansur hospital at Cairo, for example, had male and female
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